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NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2020 
Community In Christ, Presbyterian 

  

Notes In Transition - December 2020 
    

As we close this memorable year I ponder how I ended my December 2019 newsletter article: 
 
  May our celebration of the birth of Christ into the baby Jesus of Nazareth   
  awaken new awareness of life and meaning to you.  
  And here’s to a new year and new decade just around the bend! 
 
None of us could have foreseen how this new decade would begin. None could have predicted what we 
are living through in 2020: using Zoom for worship, wearing face coverings when in public, practicing social 
distancing, and becoming more adaptive at work, school, home, worship. It has truly been a transitional 
and transformational year. 
 
But that is PRECISELY what we have been addressing as you journey through the mission of ministry of 
being a church in transition. And CIC has shone brightly in this transition! 
 
As we move into 2021 with changes and challenges on the horizon I see CIC preparing the way of the Lord. 
You continue to meet the disappointments of 2020 with a sense of wonder, curiosity, creativity, and love 
just as Mark depicts at the beginning of his Gospel. 
 
  2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
  will prepare your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of 
  the Lord, make his paths straight,'" ~ Mark 1:2-3 (NRSV) 
 
Bold and unwavering movement into God’s future is how Mark started his interpretative remembrance of 
Jesus. And THAT’s what CIC is doing as you boldly and unwaveringly press on into 2021.  
 
Each and every one of you have faced the challenges of a global pandemic with humor, grace, creativity, 
and love. And there, my friends, is the abode of God, where God is pleased to dwell: humor, grace, 
creativity, and love.  
 
May you continue to prepare the way of the Lord and make his paths straight as we go boldly into these 
holidays and the coming new year. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Transitional Pastor Bryan McFarland 
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SUMMARY FROM NOVEMBER 15, 2020 SESSION MEETING 
 

Bryan called the Zoom Session meeting to order and from the Book of Order spoke about “things” 
used in worship.  While bread and wine are symbols of God’s self offering, stewardship and giving 
of material things are expressions of our self offering. 
 

Hope and Hal reported on the recent Salem Presbytery event which was held on Zoom.  Hope 
mentioned hearing about the Presbyterian Historical 1852 Society which has a location in Philadelphia.  It was the 
first time hearing about this educational opportunity.  Also at the meeting 19 -$1,000 grants were awarded for 
Pennies for Hunger local agencies.  It reminded us that we have not collected for Pennies for Hunger since the 
lockdown and we plan to do so soon. 
 

Preschoolers are getting along very well but there is a need for substitutes.  If you know of anyone interested 
please contact the Director, Kathy Dodson. 
 

50th Anniversary plans are beginning under leadership of Jennie Bodkin and Linda Holt.  If you would like to be 
part of this committee or have ideas for the celebration please contact one of them. 
 

Our Christmas Eve service may be outside with bonfires, lighting of candles and singing of Christmas carols.  We 
are working on the details now. 
 

Since there have been many changes we will try to get the online church directory updated.  We will not redo 
pictures though. 
 

Don’t forget Prayers and Carols on the afternoon of December 20th at the Odin Brewery.  Bryan is arranging the 
program and has several groups working with him on adding to the performance. 
 

Bryan prayed us out. 

 

Join us for Sunday Services 
We continue to gather online, by phone and in-person observance for Sunday worship. Dianne Catterall will 
offer 15min of music  as we check our online settings and prepare for hearts for worship. Please join us at 
9:15am on Sundays in the followng ways: 
 

• IN-PERSON WORSHIP OBSERVANCE—Face coverings over your nose and mouth are required at all times 
in the building.   Prior to entering, temperatures will be taken if you have not taken at home, and covid 
questions will be asked.   

 

• PARTICIPATE via Zoom - https://bit.ly/3n76xZn, Password: 193057, Meeting ID: 336 674 0396 
 

• CALL IN & LISTEN on your phone -  
+1 253 215 8782 US  or  +1 301 715 
8592  USMeeting ID: 336 674 0396#  
(Participant ID is unnecessary. Press 
# a 2nd time.) 

 

• LISTEN IN YOUR CAR in the church 
parking lot to 91.7FM on your radio 
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 PNC Update  
 

It’s been a busy couple of months since the last update 
from the Pastoral Nominating Committee! Since early July, 
the group has received and reviewed a total of 71 Personal 
Information Forms, or “PIFs.”  Most were referred to us by 
way of the CLC (Church Leadership Connection) but we also 
had an impressive number of self-referrals from candidates 
who are specifically interested in CIC.   
 

After reviewing the PIFs, viewing on-line sermons and 
other internet-accessible information for each candidate, 
and discussing each candidate within the group, the PNC 
identified a group of approximately 15 candidates whose 
materials were once again reviewed, this time with a tool 
the group created for assigning points to key aspects of 
each applicant’s experience and our perceived “fit” for CIC.  
That process helped us narrow our pool to 4 – 5 candidates 
with whom to complete first-round interviews using Zoom.  
Our goal is to complete those interviews by early- to mid-
December, and then to discern whether there are any 
candidates with whom we’d like to conduct second-round, 
in-person interviews.   
 

As we continue through our process, we appreciate the 
many words and prayers of support we’ve received to 
date.  We also welcome your prayers, and wanted to share 
the following prayer for pastoral nominating committees 
from https://andalsowithyou.blog/2016/02/21/a-prayer-
for-nominating-committees/  and encourage you to pray it 
with us: 
 

God of grace and wisdom, 
 

Grant us patience, as we wait for the work of your 
spirit. Make us humble, that we may hear your 
voice louder than our own. Make us quiet, as you 
say in a sacred whisper the names of those you 
would have lead your church. Most of all, O God, 
remind us that the task before us is holy one. A 
hard one. A faithful one. For we are members of 
the body of Christ seeking to be your church in the 
world.  
 

Amen. 
 

Hope Rife, PNC Moderator 

Upcoming Special Services 
 

Virtual Christmas Pageant 
  Sunday, Dec. 20 during worship 
Christmas Eve Service 
 Thursday, Dec. 24, 6pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Saints Sunday 
November 1, 2020 

 

Linda Holt and Pastor Bryan read the 
names of members who died in 2019 and 
2020 on All Saints Sunday and rang the 
chimes in their honor. We remember the 
following saints who have entered the 
Church Triumphant.  
 

Jim Jackson - 05/17/19 
 

Brenda Harris - 07/14/19 
 

Kent Umberger - 09/04/19 
 

Vilma Roberts - 09/15/19 
 

Tom Gilmore - 09/24/19 
 

Don Hanes - 10/13/19 
 

Angus McGregor - 10/28/19 
 

Jean Blake - 12/01/19 
 

Brad Howes - 12/11/19 
 

Edith Reynolds - 07/07/20 
 

George Pierson - 07/24/20 

https://andalsowithyou.blog/2016/02/21/a-prayer-for-nominating-committees/
https://andalsowithyou.blog/2016/02/21/a-prayer-for-nominating-committees/
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CIC Kids 
 

 
 

 

Children’s Christmas Play 
 

Sunday, December 20 
(during worship) 

 
“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 

the Kingdom of God as a little child will never 
enter it.” (Mark 10:15) 

 
Children were very low in the social order of 
first century Palestine, but not with Jesus! 
Our children will present a Virtual Christmas 
Pageant by Kirk Woodward and Martha Day 
during the worship service on Sunday, 
December 20. I hope you will join us for CIC’s 
first virtual Christmas play and reclaim your 
child within to receive the kingdom! Come 
celebrate the Light of the world with us by 
Zoom, Facebook, telephone, or tuning in to 
91.7 FM in the church parking lot! 

 

 

  LIMERICK CORNER 
  

Our teacher cum laude Lynne Poteat 
Makes teaching all ages her feat! 
     A keen story teller 
     Whose skills are quite stellar –  
She knows how to lure and entreat! 
 
Bobbie Gaddy 

PYF DECEMBER 
 

PYF will meet every Wednesday in  
December via Zoom 

 

Preparing for Advent &  Christmas 
 

Many thanks to all who helped get CIC ready 
indoors and outside for Advent and Christmas! 
What a wonderful gift of time, energy, and talents 
to prepare for the coming of Christ the King! 

 

 

MORE DETAILS  
COMING SOON! 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
 

Be on the look out for more details 
 regarding a special Christmas Eve  

Service on Thursday,  
December 24 at 6:00pm. 
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Volunteer Drivers 
Do you have an immediate need for transportation to a 
doctor’s appointment, etc?  We have volunteers willing 
to drive you.  Please contact one of the following 
persons for a ride:   

Bobbie Gaddy     336-707-2321 

Linda Holt     336-601-4248 

Andrea Lee     336-209-5374 

Sue McElroy     336-501-4162 

Amy Schwartz      336-430-9041 

Belinda Blake      336-312-0449 

Keven Cockrell    336-558-5811 

Dianne Catterall    336-707-2661  

Beverly Murrelle 336-908-9784 

Marcia Cham   828-719-9611 

If a long-term ride is needed please contact Bobbie 
Gaddy directly.  There is a program that we have begun 
called the “wheel Train”.  This is for long-term 
transportation needs for our members.  Drivers are able 
to signup online.   

December Birthdays 
 
Anna Dimmick  12-1 
Tim Pierson  12-2 
Nolan DeBerry  12-7 
Sue McElroy  12-8 
Amelie McVeigh 12-9 
Bobbie Gaddy  12-10 
Judy Helms  12-14 
Jada White  12-15 
Dana McCauley 12-16 
Wes Welborn  12-21 
Elaine Coomes  12-25 
Lou Leasure  12-27 
Libby McVeigh  12-27 

Over 2020! 
 

Thank you to everyone who brought food donations for 
Greensboro Urban Ministry and Pennies for Hunger to 
our drive-thru drop off on November 22! We needed 180 
pounds to “Get Over 2020” and you greatly exceeded 
that amount. Debbie Wingate delivered 442 pounds of 
food to Greensboro Urban Ministry for a year-to-date 
total of 2283 pounds! Thank you for your compassion 
and generosity as you provide help and hope to those 
who need it most in our community. 
 

Veterans Sunday 
 

Thank you for 
sending in 
photographs for 
the CIC Veterans 
Sunday slide 
show that Jared 
prepared for the 
worship service 
on November 8.  
 
You may still 
email 
photographs of 
veterans and active service members to be 
posted on the church website and/or 
Facebook page. Please email photographs to 
cicptechnology@gmail.com.  
 
Suzanne Stringer submitted one of her 
favorite pictures of Robert from AIT. Thanks 
for your help in acknowledging loved ones 
who have served our nation! 

mailto:cicptechnology@gmail.com
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2020 Greensboro Urban Ministry Honor Cards 

Give a meaningful gift with this year’s GUM Honor Card by artist 

William Mangum! This is a wonderful and easy way to honor 

loved ones, friends, teachers, neighbors, service providers, and others on your 

Christmas gift list. 100% of the $5 minimum contribution per Honor Card helps 

our neighbors facing food and housing insecurity. This year in particular, the 

needs are growing as resources are diminishing. Cards will be available every 

Sunday, or contact Debbie Wingate (dwingate@triad.rr.com) and she will 

deliver beautiful GUM Honor Cards to you! You may write a check to CIC with 

“Honor Cards” in the memo line. 

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I 
will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and 
not forsake them. Isaiah 42:16 (KJV) 

Angel Tree 
 

Thank you for being an “angel” for our Mobile Meal 
recipients and CIC Preschool!  
 
Please bring your gifts for our senior adults by Sunday, December 20. You 
may contact Amy Schwartz (amyschwartztravel.com) for assistance.  
 
If you would like to be an “angel” 
for CIC Preschool, Outreach is 
requesting financial assistance (for 
emergency tuition aid and supplies) 
instead of the usual wish lists. Any 
amount of financial assistance is 
helpful and greatly appreciated. 
There are gingerbread ornaments 
on the Angel Tree that say, “Thanks 
for your donation to CIC Preschool” 
that you can keep for a reminder. 

You may write a check to CIC with “Preschool” in the memo line or 
donate online – just write “Preschool” at the bottom where it says 
“Notes” (before pressing “Process”). You can also donate at 
www.cicpresbyterian.com/giving and in the notes section circled in 
the picture on the left, enter a note saying Preschool Angel Tree.  If 
you prefer to purchase items instead of making a monetary 
donation, please contact Keven Cockrell (keven1@bellsouth.net) for 
a list of needed items such as paper towels, disinfecting wipes, and spray disinfectant.  
 
Thank you very much! 

mailto:dwingate@triad.rr.com
http://www.amyschwartztravel.com
https://www.cicpresbyterian.com/giving
mailto:keven1@bellsouth.net
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Prayer Concerns 
  
 

For the Family of those who have passed away: 
Elwood Schwartz (Amy’s Dad)  
Lelon Dollar 
Randy Tuggle 
 

  
For our Members 
Don Helms 
Gene Clark 
Jennie Bodkin 
Betty Glasgow 
Helen Hotz 
Buddy & Lou Leasure 
Jim Routh, Sr. 
 
 
 

 
 
  
For our Friends & Family 
Caryn Somerville 
Jan Greene 
Cheri Bagent  
Chuck Oakley 
Jim Deal 
Richard Rhyne 
Marie Helwick (Eileen Beals niece) 
Pete Winstead 
Elaine Gemeunden 
Kimberli Bullard (breast cancer) 
Wendy Delvecchio 
Alice Edmondson 
The Thurman Family 
Madison Budwine 
JJ Hodge 
Jerry Bankhead 

Community in Christ,  

       Presbyterian 
5401 Liberty Road 
Greensboro, N.C. 27406 


